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Meet Navender pal Singh 

Please share some information about your Family-
parents, siblings, spouse and children. 

My father, S. Gurbachan Singh Sahi, worked as a Physical 
Education instructor in our town.  I learned the impor-
tance of hard work, discipline and sincerity in life from 
my parents.  I have a younger sister, Ms. Rupinder Kaur.  
She is doing her undergraduate studies in India.  My wife, 
Ms. Aman Sahi, is doing a PH.D. at NC State University at 
Raleigh, NC.  She is a source of love, strength and encour-
agement for me to carry on. 

Please provide some background information where BS 
obtained, when, etc. 

I belong to a town Nadala (Kapurthala) in state of Punjab 
in India.  I obtained my BS from Punjab Agricultural Uni-
versity, Ludhiana (India). 

How/Why did you choose the UA for a Masters Degree? 

It was by chance, because some of my friends were study-
ing here but it was a perfect fit for me.  In the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics at the University of Arkan-
sas, I encountered the best teachers so far in my aca-
demic career.  I thrived in the department and hence 
learned a tremendous amount. 

Thesis or non/Year in program? 

I am a final year thesis student. 
 

What do you wish to do with your degree? 

My goal is to go for a PH.D. and to dramatically increase 
my knowledge and skills in the area of Agricultural Eco-
nomics. 
 

Describe your time at UA/Dept. 

Awesome is the word.  

What areas of your MS program interest you the most? 

Econometrics, Micro economic theory and so on. 

Thesis title and a sentence to describe.   

The Risk and Returns of Commodity Hedges around USDA 
Reports 

 

What outside activities have you been involved in? 

I love to work out at the HPER and various departmental activities. 

How do you spend your free time?  Hobbies, travel, other inter-
ests?  

I love to sing and perform on stage.  I have represented my Univer-
sity in India at various National and International Youth Festivals. 

What do you miss from back home? 

My family, friends and Indian culture. 

What do you like best about the program and being a grad stu-
dent? 

The remarkable diversity and scope of research I have witnessed in 
the American university environment has enhanced my interest and 
further fueled my ambition. 

What do you like best about UA/Fayetteville? 

1.  Peaceful and clean environment.  2. My teachers at the depart-
ment.  3. Friendly people here. 

Valentine's Day Candies 
Valentine's Day Cinnamon Pecans  
 
1 c Sugar  
1/2 c Water  
3 ts Cinnamon  
1 ds Salt  
3 1/2 c Pecans  
 
Combine sugar and water. Cook to soft ball 
stage.  
Add cinnamon and salt and mix well. Add 
the pecans.  
Stir until it hardens.  
Pour out and let cool.  

Graduate Student Spotlight 



Where are you from?  Give some details about that area. 

I am from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  I spent summers on the family 
farm in Antlers, OK (small calf, cow operation and some row crops).  
I have been a 4-H’er since before I was born. 

Family-parents, siblings, spouse, children? 

I have two older brothers, James (eldest) and Jason (middle), and 
no sisters. 

Some background information-where BS obtained, when, etc. 

I attended Langston University in Oklahoma (the only HBCU in the 
state), and obtained a BS in Natural Resources Management.  I 
graduated top student in my class and received several awards from 
different minority science honor societies. 

How/Why did you choose UA for a Master’s degree? 

I was recruited by an old friend and one of my professors at 
Langston recommended that I apply.  I was accepted into the pro-
gram.  I also came for the George Washington  Carver Program and 
worked with the Entomology department in the Summer 2006.  Af-
ter I was here and met the people  of the department, I found this a 
place where I could prosper.  I have been here ever since. 

Thesis or non/Year in program? 

I am nonthesis, 2nd year. 

What do you wish to do with your degree? 

I would like to do something international with a big agricultural-
based firm; possibly sales and/or level marketing/management. 

Describe your time at UA/dept. 

It has been very good for me to gain more professional and scholas-
tic experience.  I have been given valuable tools here that will last 
me a lifetime.  I made many connections as well as many friends.  I 
must pay the department a compliment and say that I was treated 
very well and have enjoyed being able to access my faculty mem-
bers as freely as I have done. 

What areas of your MS program interest you the most? 

Policy, strategy and quantitative methods. 

 

What outside activities have you been involved in? 

Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources and related Sciences, 
(MANRRS).  I served as president from Fall 2006 until Spring 2007. 

Meet Jeremiah Wilson 

I also mentored with UA men’s athletics. 

How do you spend your free time?  Hobbies, travel, 
other interests? 

What free time?  I stayed pretty busy with course work 
and preparing for a career.  I do enjoy live music and am 
an avid movie watcher. 

What do you miss from “back home”? 

Mostly family and friends. 

What do you like best about the program and being 
a grad student? 

The depth to which some of the subjects go, an all con-
suming goal to finish up. 

What do you like best about UA/Fayetteville? 

The different kinds of people that assemble here and The 
Fez (a hookah lounge). 

Any work experience? Previous Jobs? 

USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Services. 

 

LOVE IS THE ENCHANTED DAWN OF 

EVERY HEART. 

 

- LAMARTINE  

Page 3 Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness 

Graduate Student Spotlight 



Don’t miss these opportunities! 
Vacancy announcements for summer internships with USDA 
are now open and the web site below provides information re-
garding summer internship opportunities at USDA.  Please 
note there are a number of internship opportunities for the 
various USDA agencies and as a result, the deadlines for each 
agency might differ.  Therefore, students need to be cognizant 
of those deadlines.   

http://www.usda.gov/da/employ/2008SIPIntro.htm 

 

There is a study abroad opportunity for students in the Bump-
ers College in Brazil.  Last year we received a grant from the 
US Department of Education as part of the US-Brazil Higher 
Education Consortia Program.  This grant is to fund student 
(and faculty) exchanges between two Brazilian Universities 
(Londrina State University and Sao Paulo State University-
Botucatu) and three US Universities (University of Arkansas, 
Oklahoma State University-Stillwater and Oklahoma State 
University-Okmulgee). 

If you think you might be interested in studying in Brazil for 
the summer, please contact Robert Bacon at 479-575-2347. 

Division of Agriculture, 
University of Arkansas 

AEAB 
217 AGRI 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 

Phone: 479-575-2256 
Fax: 479-575-5306 
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Heartshaped Pizza 

 
A package of ready-made pizza dough 1/2 cup of pizza 
sauce, cheese, and your choice of toppings. 
 
1. Unroll the dough on a cookie sheet. With a knife cut 
a heart shape. With the excess dough create a rim 
around the edge of the heartshaped dough. 
2. Spread the tomato paste over the pizza base and 
sprinkle with cheese. 
3. Now start adding the toppings of your choice. 
4. Bake the pizza according to the instructions on the 
package. Cook for about 20-25 minutes. 

Puffy Heart 
· By: Amanda Formaro 

· Pink and white tissue paper, cut into 1” squares 

· White craft glue 

· Scissors 

· Piece of card stock or construction paper 

1. Cut out a heart shape from the construction paper or card 
stock. 

2. Put white craft glue into the center of the heart, shaped 
like a heart. 

3. Using the eraser end of a pencil, place the eraser into the 
center of a white tissue paper square. Twist the tissue pa-
per square around the eraser and dot it onto the glue. Con-
tinue this process until entire middle of the heart is cov-
ered with white tissue paper. See photo. 

4. Repeat the process from step #3 with pink tissue paper for 
the border of the heart. 

5. Glue a hanger to the back if you like. 

Tips: 

• For younger kids who have trouble working the pen-
cil steps, allow them to wad up the tissue paper 
squares and press them directly onto the glue with 
their fingers. 

• Instead of a hanger, try gluing a magnet strip to the 
back and hang on your fridge!  

• Always saved the tissue paper from birthday gifts for              
craft projects like this. 


