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(GM) rice sector in the EU 



Rice (0.3%)   
 
 
 
 
 



Common Agricultural Policy = CAP (°1962) and CAP reform (2003) 
 

= System of European Union agricultural subsidies and programs  
e.g. Trade controls, Price-support measures, Income transfers, Production subsidies, Health 
regulations 

 42 % of the EU's budget and still decreasing 
 

 Pressures to reform 
 

 The 2003 reform in the rice sector involved:  
- decoupling subsidies from production => direct support/payment to producers 

- a 50% reduction in intervention prices 

- Everything But Arms agreement = duty-free and quota-free access for rice imports from LDCs 
(least dev.) 

 

 Evaluation of CAP reform:  
- effective EU rice sector policy measures  

  Maintenance of EU rice production levels + expansion of exports  

  

- High world market prices, a growing consumer awareness of quality-differentiated rice and EU 
support policies are sustaining EU rice production at record levels (USDA rice outlook) 

 

- With EU rice prices now largely following world market prices, the price premiums enjoyed on 
EU rice markets prior to reform have largely disappeared. 

 

 CAP is due to be reformed by 2013 
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PRODUCTION 

1. Italy + 2. Spain (80 %);  

3. Greece + 4. Portugal (12%) 

5. France; 6. Romania; 7. Bulgaria; 8. Hungary 

 ~ 55% Indica 

 

TRADE 

- 40 % of EU rice consumption < imported 

- Rice producing MS mainly trade within EU 

 

 

 



         



US imports decreased, 

e.g. due to 2006 

contamination 

(LL601rice) 



Rice consumption 
in the EU  
 

- Total rice cons 
grew by 7% in 
2010/11 

- 5,2 kg (2007) 
to 5,5 kg per 
capita (2010)    

 
(OECD-FAO database) 



GM Authorisation 
process 

Source:  
EC DG SANCO, 2011 



GM Authorisation 
process 







Only LLRice62 (herbicide tolerant)  

 Positive EFSA, but no changes (Brazil LLrice62 not approved) 
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Thank you  
for your 

attention ! 
 


